
 
 

Teen Advisory Innovation Board 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1. What is the Teen Advisory Innovation Board? 

 
The Teen Advisory Innovation Board is a group of high-school teenagers that ultimately 
help us, CommunityAmerica, create better products/services that solve a specific 
problem. This year, our focus will be to create an online tool that makes college more 
affordable and accessible. 
 

2. What will I do during the teen advisory board? 
 

Students on the teen advisory board will learn the innovation process of how to bring a 
product to market, from beginning to end. Students will collaborate with other 
like-minded but diverse teenagers from the area and obtain valuable experience that 
they can take with them as they begin their young careers. 
 
Watch the video below to hear about the previous board members’ experiences: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HsytQjW_Qs 
 

3. How will you select the board members? 
 

We select board members based off the quality of their application. We evaluate all 
parts of the application when selecting board members: experience, video submission, 
how they present themselves, grade, school involvement, etc.. 
 

4. What benefits will students receive from the teen advisory board? 
 

- Learning: Students will learn every aspect of what goes into bringing a product to 
market. 

- Experience: Every meeting a successful entrepreneur will share their story with you. 
- Impact: Last year, the board created a tool that is being used by thousands of families. 

This year, the problem we are going to solve is to make college more accessible and 
affordable for students. If you are excited about making a difference, this is your chance. 

- Friendships: We expect our board members to come from diverse backgrounds but 
share a common goal: to learn about innovation and make a difference in their 
community. 

- Cash & Cache: Every student will receive a $200 gift card and, let’s face it, this stuff 
looks great on college and job applications. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1HsytQjW_Qs


 
5. What kind of students are you looking for? 

 
We are looking for students of all kinds. Specifically, we want students that are: 

 
- Problem solvers: students who can make well-formed arguments. They are not afraid 

(or at least want to learn) how to make an argument for or against a product. 
- Communicators: students that are able to articulate their opinions, but also understand 

good communication is a function of good listening. 
- Curious: students who understand that basketball cannot be learned from a book. An 

ideal student is interested in learning about how to bring real-world applications to life. 
- Passionate: making college affordable for EVERYONE is a big deal to us. We believe that 

the teens invited to join our board are uniquely positioned to help us create a special 
product that can be a game changer for millions of students. We want teens who are 
excited about this idea.  

 
6. How frequently does the teen advisory board meet? 

 
The teen advisory board will usually meet once per week. Check out our schedule for a 
tentative schedule of meetings for the summer. 

 
7. When and where are meetings usually held? 

 
The first meeting for the board will be held on June 4, from 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm. We 
have a tentative schedule for our summer meetings, which can be found here. 
 
Our meetings will also be held in our Lenexa location as well as at our downtown 
location. 

 
8. How long are these meetings? 

 
Each meeting will last about two hours. 

 
9. How many members will you have on the board? 

 
We would love to have 10-20 students on the board, but the number of board members 
will depend on the number of quality applications received. 

 
10. What do you mean by being ‘in good standing’? 

 
Students ‘in good standing’ are students that have not had any violations with their s 

 
 

11. What if I miss a meeting? How can I catch up? 
 

https://collegeroadmap.communityamerica.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Teen-Advisory-Summer-2019-Schedule-Tentative.pdf
https://collegeroadmap.communityamerica.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Teen-Advisory-Summer-2019-Schedule-Tentative.pdf
https://collegeroadmap.communityamerica.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Teen-Advisory-Summer-2019-Schedule.pdf


If a student is unable to attend a meeting, we can provide meeting details (video and/or 
slides) of what was discussed. If you know in advance that you are unable to attend a 
meeting date, please let us know in advance. 

 
12. Do I need to be a member of CommunityAmerica to join? 

 
You do NOT have to be a CommunityAmerica member to join the teen advisory board.  

 
13. Who can I talk to if I have more questions? 

 
For other questions about the teen advisory board, contact Jared Ginter at 
jginter@cacu.com or at (913) 905-8240.  
 
You can also reach out to previous board members to personally ask them about their 
experience! Contact Jared Ginter using the information above and request to reach out 
to a previous member of the board. 
 

 

mailto:jginter@cacu.com

